
Inspection of Little Cherubs Nursery
60 Station Road, West Byfleet KT14 6DX

Inspection date: 31 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and happy at this welcoming nursery. They demonstrate 
positive attitudes to learning and readily engage in the interesting activities on 
offer. Children play cooperatively with their friends. They take on each other's 
ideas and make up games, such as building a 'dinosaur world'. Children build 
affectionate bonds with staff and feel comfortable to ask for help. Staff are caring 
and responsive to children's needs. They have high expectations for children's 
behaviour and praise them for using good manners. This helps children feel safe 
and secure.

Staff encourage and support children to be independent from the start. They model 
what they want children to learn and then allow them plenty of time to try for 
themselves. For example, babies use big strokes to make marks with paintbrushes 
dipped in water. Toddlers share story books with great enthusiasm in their role-
play with dolls. Children in the pre-school room draw superheroes with special 
powers that spread happiness. Staff develop and extend children's responses to 
keep them motivated and engaged.

Toddlers and pre-school children benefit from daily access to the well-equipped 
nursery garden and thoroughly enjoy their time in it. For example, older children 
are supported to extend their imaginative play as they use natural materials to 
make pretend pancakes with a variety of toppings in the play kitchen.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders manage the nursery with integrity and a strong commitment to 
continually improve. For example, children's love for reading has improved due 
to changes sparked by leaders in the curriculum. Staff plan activities to cover 
areas of learning based around a book, which is proving highly successful. For 
example, in the toddlers' room, they focus on a book that encourages children's 
sharing and turn-taking skills. Staff consistently guide children through the 
process as they encounter situations that require taking turns. 

n Children's awareness of other cultures is developing well. For instance, staff 
teach children about Eid and the significance of fasting during Ramadan. 
Children learn that by fasting, Muslim people reflect on the importance of 
showing compassion towards others less fortunate. Children greet staff and say 
'Eid Mubarak'. In this way, children show a deeper understanding of different 
people's ways of life.

n Children develop an understanding of the world around them. They are provided 
with real-life experiences in the local community. For example, they go on 
outings by train and regularly visit the park to develop their running, climbing 
and balancing skills. However, staff do not explain the importance of leading a 
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healthy lifestyle to children. They do not consistently teach the effect on the 
body of being physically active, following good hygiene routines and making 
healthy food choices. In addition, younger children do not routinely benefit from 
being active in the fresh air. This does not support their physical health and 
well-being.

n Leaders ensure that staff's mandatory training is up to date. They have recently 
identified the need for staff to use more open-ended questions and help children 
think critically before responding. However, individual staff's knowledge and 
skills are not enhanced enough through professional development programmes 
to help raise the quality of their teaching to the highest level. For example, staff 
singing songs at a fast pace does not allow young children to listen, process and 
retain new language. 

n Overall, children have a sound understanding of daily routines. However, some 
routines are not consistent across the provision. For instance, in some rooms, 
staff do not encourage children to tidy away their toys after use. This creates a 
disorganised learning environment where children step over the resources. 

n Parents are highly complimentary of the staff and the opportunities on offer at 
the nursery. They comment on the good communication, regular updates and 
photographs of their child's daily activities. Parents use these ideas to continue 
to support their children at home. They say their children show increased 
confidence and staff are preparing them well for their move on to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff fully understand their responsibility to protect children from 
harm. They undertake training to continually develop their safeguarding 
knowledge. This helps them to be alert to signs of abuse in children's lives, 
including risks associated with exposure to extremist views and behaviours. Staff 
know the procedures to follow if they have concerns about the welfare of a child or 
misconduct of a colleague. Leaders follow robust recruitment processes to ensure 
that all staff are suitable to be working with children. They carry out daily risk 
assessments to ensure that the premises are safe for children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen professional development opportunities to provide individual staff 
with more targeted coaching to develop their teaching skills to the highest level

n ensure that staff give clear messages to children about the importance of 
adopting a healthy lifestyle

n develop further the consistency of routines to help children understand the 
importance of maintaining them.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2630948

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10289506

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Little Cherubs Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2630946

Telephone number 01932348348

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Cherubs Nursery re-registered in 2017. It is situated in West Byfleet, Woking. 
The nursery operates Monday to Friday, 7.45am to 6pm, all year round. It employs 
a total of 12 staff, of whom one holds an appropriate qualification at level 6 and six 
have childcare qualifications at level 3. The nursery accepts funding for free early 
years provision for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sonia Panchal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The deputy manager led the inspector on a learning walk and explained how the 
curriculum is planned. 

n The inspector held discussions with staff, parents and children at appropriate 
times during the inspection. 

n The inspector observed practice in all rooms and evaluated the quality of 
activities and daily routines together with the deputy manager. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including paediatric first-aid 
certificates and evidence to demonstrate the suitability of staff. 

n The inspector tracked the experiences of children to determine the progress they 
make. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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