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happily settled
Inspired by her European travels, Karen Van Dessel has created
an interior style that suits her Victorian London property perfectly.
Discover how to recreate the look.

above A space for everyone – even Inès has
got a smart and fun place to play while Karen
can keep watch nearby.

right Classic units in tulip wood and maple are
painted in a crisp shade of Natural Calico to
achieve a light and airy cooking area.

Karen Van Dessel has ideas. Plenty of
them, in fact. “When I was a child,
we lived in many different houses. I

was born in Belgium and then my family
moved to Switzerland, Denmark, Germany,
France and the Netherlands before staying in
the UK. So, it was a chance to see lots of
interior styles and to develop my own look,”
she explains, describing the thought that
went into the re-design that she and
husband, Chris, undertook after buying their
large Victorian home in south London less
than two years ago.

Continues Karen, “The house was in a
very run-down state when we bought it,
having been owned by the same lady since
1947. It was badly in need of modernisation –
I’m sure that gas fires from the 1960s aren’t a
good idea anymore! But, we were very
pleased to see that lots of original features in
the house were still intact.” 

design profile
Traditional style with modern
comfort is the concept behind
the total renovation of this family
home. An arched glass extension to
the rear of the property comprises a
charming bespoke Roundhouse
kitchen and dining area with
French doors to the garden. Upstairs
now features a tranquil master
bedroom with luxury en suite and a
spacious family bathroom. 

Roundhouse, 380 Richmond Road,
London TW1 2DX. Tel: 020 8744 9993.
www.roundhousedesign.com
Kitchens cost from around £15,000.
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Both Karen and Chris are chartered surveyors
with skills which certainly helped when it came
to planning and costing the renovation. This
meant that the time taken to build a three-level
extension across the back of the property,
install a kitchen, fit new bathrooms and
re-decorate the entire house was kept to an
absolute minimum. The family rented a house
around the corner and the builders started
work on the day that their second daughter,

Inès, now nearly eighteen months old, was
born. “It was rather startling going to see the
house a few days later. The entire rear section
had been removed,” Karen laughs.

With Mia, now three, Inès, and new arrival,
Freya, Karen and Chris had their hands full
with their young family. But somehow they still
managed to check out different kitchen
companies, finally selecting Roundhouse.
“We wanted a blend of traditional style which

would be in keeping with the period feel of the
house, but with modern elements to suit our
lifestyle,” explains Karen. “We had deliberately
designed the extension with its arched glass
roof and doors to the garden in the same style,
rather than a modern box plonked on the back.
We felt it was important to continue this idea
within the kitchen, too,” she adds. 

Therefore, the couple chose a simple and
elegant design, opting for painted cupboards.

“We liked the plain and classic feel to the
furniture and, if we ever want to change the
look, it can easily be re-painted,” says Karen.
A long sweep of cupboards extends to an
L-shape, providing lots of essential
worksurface and storage capacity, including
a large pull-out larder cupboard. “It’s so easy
to find everything,” Karen enthuses. But it’s
probably the chunky island unit on wheels
which is the most practical addition.

above left The family are thrilled with their
spacious new dining area, where entertaining
family and friends is always a pleasure.

top Topped with a maple worksurface, the
chunky island is placed on castors for versatility
and is ideal for cooking with the children.

above The huge larder cupboard contains
pull-out wicker drawer baskets, a marble pastry
shelf and door racks for spices and sauces.

above Placed between the large Smeg oven and
powerful cooker hood, a sleek glass splashback
offers a fresh and practical element to the design.

“I like neutrals because
they blend together well
and you can accessorise
with bursts of colour.”
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left and above What better place to unwind
than in the luxurious master bathroom
complete with double-ended tub and elegant
traditional fittings?

right The ideal way to start the day – the
invigorating shower will instantly revive and
make you feel fabulous.

New, inspired by the old, is the design
philosophy which extends upstairs in this
home, too, reflected in the choice of
traditionally styled taps from Lefroy Brooks and
Savoy basins in the family bathroom. Modern
comfort is also evident, from the huge tub and
spacious shower enclosure with its curved glass
wall and powerful shower to the now draught
free double-glazed sash windows. Would they
have done anything differently in here, though?
“Well, now that we have three girls, we should
have three basins,” jokes Karen.

The couple favour understated shades for
their home, so Karen chose her favourite
combination of rich-brown and duck-egg-blue
for the bedroom’s accent tones. “I’ve kept
most things white, although I can’t resist a little
pink either,” she says, pointing to the bedside
lamps and square pillows. “That’s why I like
neutrals, because they blend together well and
you can accessorise with bursts of colour.”
Even the en suite with its limestone tiles and
simple white sanitaryware, has been given an
injection of chocolate brown and turquoise.
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above Cool and calm, a white bedroom
scheme is given accents of colour with large
pink cushions, a retro-style lamp and
chocolate-brown flooring.

Useful Information

Architects
Dowling de Lisle Ltd. Tel: 020 7498
2788. No website available.

Builders
Innovation Interiors. Tel: 0800 037 7085.
www.innovationinteriors.co.uk

Kitchen
Appliances
A2-5 electric oven with five gas
burners, £2040; K2 chimney hood,
£730, at Smeg. Tel: 0870 990 9907.
www.smeguk.com

Fixtures and furnishings
Honed black granite worksurfaces,
£4500, at Roundhouse. See design
profile for details.

4866CP monobloc sink mixer tap, £393,
at Perrin & Rowe. Tel: 01708 526361.
www.perrinandrowe.co.uk

Modultop ceramic under-mounted
sinks, £200 each, at Kohler. Tel: 0870
850 5551. www.kohleruk.com

Porcelain sealed limestone floor 
tiles, £27 per sq. m., at Britannia Tiles. 
Tel: 020 7737 0411.
www.britanniatiles.co.uk

Flamant dining chairs, from £150 each,
at Ma Maison Tel: 020 7352 1181.
www.mamaison.uk.com

French antique dining table, from a
selection, at John Lewis. Tel: 0845 604
9049. www.johnlewis.com

Egyptian Cotton wall paint; Natural
Calico unit paint, around £16 per 2.5
litres, at Dulux. Tel: 01753 550555.
www.dulux.co.uk

Light Blue cupboard interior 
paint, around £22 per 2.5 litres, 
at Farrow & Ball. Tel: 01202 876141.
www.farrow-ball.com

Master bathroom
Limestone tiles, around £14 per 
sq. m., at Britannia Tiles. Details as before.

Esprit bath, £699; Savoy basins with
chrome stands, £204 each; Spirit
radiator, £449; Quadrant shower tray,
£229, all at Bathstore.com. Tel: 0700
022 8478. www.bathstore.com

Aspect curved glass shower 
enclosure, £590, at Sovereign Showers.
Tel: 0161 330 3091.
www.sovereignshowers.co.uk

LB1216 Edwardian chrome basin
mixer, £192; LB1166 bath/shower
mixer, £390; LB1776 DBX massage
shower head, £157; LB2137 shower
handset, £106; GD8804 Archipelago
thermostatic mixing valve, flow control,
sliding rail and shower kit, £851, all at
Lefroy Brooks. Tel: 01992 708316.
www.lefroybrooks.co.uk

Master bedroom
Similar metal bed, from around £799, 
at Feather & Black. Tel: 01243 380600.
www.featherandblack.com

Single row cord linen, £50 for a 
double duvet cover; cushion covers,
£16 each, The White Company. 
Tel: 0870 900 9555.
www.thewhitecompany.com

Classic Velvet Bison carpet, from around
£29 per sq. m., at Admiral Carpets. 
Tel: 020 7585 1155.
www.admiralcarpets.com

En suite
Zero Quadro basins, £325 each;
chrome towel rail, £79 each; Joshua
mirrors, £49 each, at Bathstore.com.
Details as before. 

Chrome Europlus basin mixer taps,
£130 each, at Grohe. Tel: 020 8594
7292. www.grohe.co.uk

Chocolate-brown bath towels,
£18 each; lamp, from £30, 
at John Lewis. Details as before.

Marmore Glossy Pearl limestone tiles,
around £6 each, at Reed Harris. Tel: 020
7736 7511. www.reedharris.co.uk

Having achieved so much in their house in
such a short period, Karen and Chris can now
take a break from tile hunting and tap
choosing. “Now I’m prepared to wait to find
the perfect piece of furniture or accessory. If
we have to live with a few boxes for a while,
that’s ok. I see this house as very much a work
in progress,” she smiles. With three children
under four, it’s time for them to enjoy what
they’ve created.

“We wanted a blend of
traditional style which
would be in keeping

with the period feel of
the house, but with
modern elements to

suit our lifestyle.”


